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The Echo Foundation devotes this yearôs study to the capacity for an individual to reshape the 

world against systemic indifference. Inspired by Samantha Powerôs relentless dedication to 

securing human rights for the most vulnerable populations and nations, State of the World 

honors the rights endowed to every human life.  

 

Developed by Echo student interns, this curriculum guide offers educators and students alike a 

user-friendly tool with which to understand global atrocities, as well as what we, as a nation and 

as individuals, can do to stop them. 

 

The Echo Foundation offers these resource materials and collection of essays as an inspiration to 

you who shape the next generation. We challenge you to search each day for opportunities to 

weave lessons of compassion, respect for all people, and ethical decision making into every 

subject area; to teach children not to be indifferent to the suffering of others and to take a stand 

for justice; to believe in themselves, that they too have the power to make a differenceé indeed, 

that it is their moral obligation to do so. 

Stephanie G. Ansaldo 

Founder and President 
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Foreword 

 

 

 

 
 

I was a Balkan child raised in Serbia until the age of 11, at which time I moved to the United 

States with my family. I was able to grow up with a unique look at the world. My life in America 

opened my horizons and let me experience cultures and views of people from around the world. 

Both the Balkan experience and the American experience allowed for me to see the world with 

different lenses. When I was 16, I had the privilege of traveling to Cuba with The Echo 

Foundation. This experience added to my perspective of the world. I am a philanthropist and I 

want to spend my life serving humanity.  

 

Jana Ivkovic  

2017 Echo Student Ambassador 

Junior, Providence High School 

 

 

 

To construct a better world, we must bear witness to the atrocities of this one. Samantha Powerôs 

work consistently does just that. It is an honor to offer this collection of texts for teachers, which 

will enable their students to learn from Powerôs research on the threats of genocide and global 

insecurity that occupy our present. Hopefully this curriculum - compiled by Jana Ivkovic with 

pedagogical and editorial contributions by John Nabors, Drew Hammill, and Dr. John Cox ï will 

prove fruitful both in classrooms around the world and at the Student Dialogue hosted by 

Providence Day School.  

 

John Winn 

Education Coordinator 

The Echo Foundation 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

The Echo Foundation                                  5                   State of the World 

 

Samantha Power Curriculum Guide 
I. Curriculum Alignment with North Carolina Standard Course  of Study .  .  .  .  .  .  7   

 

II.  Samantha Power: The Campaigner .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11 

          A. Biography  

          B. Exclusive: Samantha Power On Her Special Friendship With Elie Wiesel 

          C. Why Elie Wieselôs Night Still Matters So Much To Me -- And All Of Us  

          D. Study Questions 

 

  II I .    Life Before the United Nations .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31 

          A. On a Mission to Shine a Spotlight on Genocide; Samantha Powerôs        

               Mind Leaps From Bosnia to Iraq 

          B. Remember Rwanda, but Take Action in Sudan 

          C. Bystanders to Genocide   

          D. Winning the Pulitzer Prize 

          E. Publishers Weekly Review on A Problem From Hell 

          F. San Francisco Chronicle Review A Problem From Hell 

          G. The Telegraph Book Review on A Problem From Hell 

          H. Study Questions 

         

IV.    United States Ambassador to the United Nations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  89  

A. Full transcript: Remarks by Ambassador Samantha Power, U.S. Permanent 

Representative to the United Nations, at a Security Council Session on Ukraine 

        B. Samantha Power: U.S. Wonôt Commit to Veto of Palestinian State Resolution 

        C. ñAre you truly incapable of shame?ò Samantha Power Blasts Assad Regime, Allies 

        D. U.S. Ambassador to the UN Samantha Power's Full Speech at the Security Council  

             on Israel 

        E. Samantha Power's Scathing Speech on Russia 

        F. In South Sudan, Mass Killings, Rapes and the Limits of U.S. Diplomacy 

        G. Study Questions 

 

  V.     Life After the United Nations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 121 

          A. Samantha Power Returns to Harvard 

          B. Writing a Memoir 

          C. Foreign Propaganda 

          D. Study Questions 

   

  VI .     A History of Genocide .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 127 

           A. Armenian Genocide 

           B. The Holocaust 



 
 
 
 

The Echo Foundation                                  6                   State of the World 

 

           C. Cambodia Genocide 

           D. Rwandan Genocide 

           E. Bosnian Genocide 

           F. Darfur Sudan Genocide 

           G. Our World in Data: Genocides 

           H. Study Questions 

 

VI I .   Reference Materials .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .187                   

A. Bibliography 

          B. Filmography 

          C. Relevant Organizations and Websites 

      

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

The Echo Foundation                                  7                   State of the World 

 

I. Alignment with NC Standard Course of 

Study 
_________________________________ 

This serves as a resource for teachers and faculty working in North Carolina Public Schools and 

planning to attend Echoôs annual Student Dialogue. In preparation for the dialogue, we ask that 

teachers familiarize their students with the curriculum on former U.S. Ambassador to the UN 

Samantha Power. We would like to thank CMS Social Studies Specialists John Nabors and Drew 

Hammill for their contributions in aligning this document with NC Standards. 

¶ In collaboration with CMS, we at Echo have put together a list of State Common Core 

Standards that the curriculum addresses in various courses and subjects.  

¶ This list showcases various North Carolina Requirements met by the Samantha Power 

Curriculum. 

¶ Hopefully this resource will prompt teachers to integrate the inspiring life and work of 

Samantha Power into their coursework.  

*We hope to see you at the Teacherôs Workshop January 25 and at the Student Dialogue 

March 12. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

1. World History, WH.H.7.1: ñEvaluate key turning points of the modern era in terms of their 

lasting impact (e.g., conflicts, documents, policies, movements, etc.).ò 

 

2. World History, WH.H.7.5 : ñAnalyze the emergence of capitalism as a dominant economic 

pattern and the responses to it from various nations and groups (e.g., utopianism, social 

democracy, socialism, communism, etc.).ò 

 

3. World History, WH.H.7.6 : ñExplain how economic crisis contributed to the growth of 

various political and economic movements (e.g., Great Depression, nationalistic movements 

of colonial Africa and Asia, socialist and communist movements, effect on capitalist 

economic theory, etc.).ò 

4. World History,  WH.H8: ñAnalyze global interdependence and shifts in power in terms of 

political, economic, social and environmental changes and conflicts since the last half of the 

twentieth century.ò 

¶ Chapter Six of the curriculum (127-187) examines the origin and recurrence of genocide 

across the 20th century: Turkey, Germany, Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia. Teachers of 

World History could develop a lesson on the precarity of colonized and de-colonized 

nations in the postwar era based on the history offered in this chapter. 
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5. World History, WH.H.8.2 : ñExplain how international crisis has impacted international 

politics (e.g., Berlin Blockade, Korean War, Hungarian Revolt, Cuban Missile Crisis, OPEC 

oil crisis, Iranian Revolt, ñ9-11ò, terrorism, etc.).ò 

 

6. World History, WH.H.8.3 : ñAnalyze the ñnewò balance of power and the search for peace 

and stability in terms of how each has influenced global interactions since the last half of the 

twentieth century (e.g., post WWII, Post Cold War, 1990s Globalization, New World Order, 

global achievements and innovations).ò 

 

7. World History, WH.H.8.4 : ñAnalyze scientific, technological and medical innovations of 

postwar decades in terms of their impact on systems of production, global trade and 

standards of living (e.g., satellites, computers, social networks, information highway).ò 

8. History, 7.H.1.3: ñUse primary and secondary sources to interpret various historical 

perspectives.ò 

 

9. History, 7.H.2.1: ñAnalyze the effects of social, economic, military and political conflict 

among nations, regions, and groups (e.g. war, genocide, imperialism and colonization).ò 
 

10. History, 7.H.2.3: ñExplain how increased global interaction accelerates the pace of 

innovation in modern societies (e.g. advancements in transportation, communication 

networks and business practices).ò 
 

11. American History, AH2.H.2.1: ñAnalyze key political, economic, and social turning points 

since the end of Reconstruction in terms of causes and effects.ò 

 

12. American History, AH2.H.2.2: ñEvaluate key turning points since the end of 

Reconstruction in terms of their lasting impact.ò 

 

13. American History, AH2.H.4.1: ñAnalyze the political issues and conflicts that impacted the 

United States since Reconstruction and the compromises that resulted.ò 

 

14. American History, AH2.H.6.1: ñExplain how national economic and political interests 

helped set the direction of United States foreign policy since Reconstruction.ò 

 

15. 7.G.1.1: ñExplain how environmental conditions and human response to those conditions 

influence modern societies and regions (e.g. natural barriers, scarcity of resources and factors 

that influence settlement).ò 
 

16. 7.G.1.2: ñExplain how demographic trends (e.g. population growth and decline, push/pull 

factors and urbanization) lead to conflict, negotiation, and compromise in modern societies 

and regions.ò 
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17. Economics, 7.E.1.1: ñExplain how competition for resources affects the economic 

relationship among nations (e.g. colonialism, imperialism, globalization and 

interdependence).ò 
 

18. Civics and Governance, 7.C&G.1.3: ñCompare the requirements for (e.g. age, gender, legal 

and economic status) and responsibilities of citizenship under various governments in 

modern societies (e.g. voting, taxes and military service).ò 

19. Civics and Governance, 7.C&G.1.4: ñCompare the sources of power and governmental 

authority in various societies (e.g. monarchs, dictators, elected officials, anti-governmental 

groups and religious, political factions).ò 

 

20. Civics and Governance, CE.C&G.1:  ñUnderstand the roles authorities have in enforcing 

individual rights, rules and laws for the common good.ò 

¶ Chapter Four of the curriculum (89-120) offers an overview of Samantha Powerôs work as 

U.S. Ambassador to the UN. Teachers of Civics will find articles and speeches discussing the 

nuanced and complicated obligations that the U.S. government has to the international 

community. This chapter could prompt a comparative lesson on the roles authorities play in 

the United States versus Russia or Syria. 

¶ Alternatively, Chapter Four could prompt a lesson on the difficulties the United States 

faces in securing rights for others within and beyond its borders. 

 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 

1. English/Language Arts 9-10 Reading Standards: ñAnalyze ideas and themes across texts 

and mediums.ò  

¶ In ñBystanders to Genocide,ò included in the curriculum packet (pages 40-78), 

Samantha Power outlines and examines a myriad of different perspectives and media 

that constellate around Rwanda in 1994. This article could spark a lesson and 

discussion on genocide and the way different media shape global atrocities as well as 

how we choose to respond to them.  

2. English/Language Arts  11-12 Writing Standards : ñWrite an argument to support a claim 

that results from studying a topic or reading a text.ò  

¶ Using the curriculum on Samantha Power, teachers could assign an argumentative 

essay that asks students how they believe the U.S. should have responded to Rwanda 

by referring to the article ñBystanders to Genocideò (40-78 in the curriculum packet).  

¶ Another prompt could ask students if they think U.S foreign policy should be used to 

assert or withdraw the hegemonic force of the United States in global affairs by 

referring to Samantha Powerôs various remarks on the subject throughout the 

curriculum.  

 

MATH 

1. Math 1, NC.M1.S-ID: ñSummarize, represent, and interpret data on a single count or 

measurement variable.ò And, Math 3, M3.S-IC: ñEvaluate articles and websites that report 
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data by identifying the source of the data, the design of the study, and the way the data are 

graphically displayed.ò 

¶ In Chapter Six, teachers will find an article by Our World in Data on genocide. Using the 

articleôs various sources and visualizations of data and statistics, Math teachers could 

create a lesson that analyzes how genocide is numerically measured and represented, is 

applicable to the real world, and meets North Carolina education requirements. 

(https://ourworldindata.org/genocides/) 

SCIENCE 
1. Earth and Environmental, EEn.2.8: ñEvaluate human behaviors in terms of how likely 

they are to ensure the ability to live sustainably on Earth.ò 

¶ Throughout the curriculum Samantha Power offers both hard and soft diplomatic 

techniques for opposing genocide. However, Power never considers how raising climate 

awareness or introducing sustainable technologies might prevent political instability 

around the world. Teachers could use this curriculum (especially: ñIn South Sudan, Mass 

Killings, Rapes, and the Limits of U.S. Diplomacy,ò 115-118) to design a lesson where 

students consider how sustainability could be used as a diplomatic technique in South 

Sudan and around the world.  
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II.  Samantha Power: The Campaigner 
_________________________________ 

 

 
 

1. Biography 

2. Exclusive: Samantha Power On Her Special Friendship With Elie Wiesel 

3. Why Elie Wieselôs ñNightò Still Matters So Much to Me ï And All Of Us 

4. Study Questions 
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Samantha Power  

Wikipedia 

 

Samantha Jane Power (born September 21, 1970) is 

an American academic, author and diplomat who 

served as the United States Ambassador to the United 

Nations from 2013 to 2017. 

Power began her career by covering the Yugoslav 

Wars as a journalist. From 1998 to 2002, she served 

as the Founding Executive Director of the Carr 

Center for Human Rights Policy at the Harvard 

Kennedy School, where she later became the first 

Anna Lindh Professor of Practice of Global 

Leadership and Public Policy. She was a senior 

adviser to Senator Barack Obama until March 2008, 

when she resigned from his presidential campaign.  

Power joined the Obama State Department transition 

team in late November 2008. She served as Special 

Assistant to the President and Senior Director for 

Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights on the 

National Security Council from January 2009 to February 2013. In April 2012, Obama chose her 

to chair a newly formed Atrocities Prevention Board. During her tenure, Power's office focused 

on such issues as United Nations reform, women's rights, LGBT rights, religious freedom and 

religious minorities, refugees, human trafficking, human rights, and democracy, including in the 

Middle East and North Africa, Sudan, and Myanmar. She is considered to have been a key figure 

in the Obama administration in persuading the president to intervene militarily in Libya. In 2016, 

she was listed as the 41st most powerful woman in the world by Forbes. 

Power is a subject of the 2014 documentary Watchers of the Sky, which explains the contribution 

of several notable people, including Power, to the cause of genocide prevention. 

She won a Pulitzer Prize in 2003 for her book A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of 

Genocide, a study of the U.S. foreign policy response to genocide. 

Early life and education 

Power was born in Dublin, the daughter of Vera Delaney, a field-hockey international and 

kidney doctor, and Jim Power, a dentist and piano player. Raised in Ireland until she was nine, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Ambassador_to_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Ambassador_to_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yugoslav_Wars
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carr_Center_for_Human_Rights_Policy
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_Kennedy_School
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-nytimesmonster-2
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_minorities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_trafficking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East_and_North_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myanmar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_military_intervention_in_Libya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-Forbes16-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-Forbes16-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watchers_of_the_Sky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Problem_from_Hell:_America_and_the_Age_of_Genocide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Problem_from_Hell:_America_and_the_Age_of_Genocide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide
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Power lived in Castleknock and was schooled in Mount Anville Montessori, Goatstown, Dublin, 

until her mother emigrated to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1979. 

She attended Lakeside High School in Atlanta, Georgia, where she was a member of the cross 

country team and the basketball team. She subsequently graduated from Yale University and 

from Harvard Law School. In 1993, at age 23, she became a U.S. citizen. 

Career 

From 1993 to 1996, she worked as a war correspondent, covering the Yugoslav Wars for U.S. 

News & World Report, The Boston Globe, The Economist, and The New Republic. When she 

returned to the United States, she attended Harvard Law School, receiving her J.D. in 1999. The 

following year, she published her first edited and compiled work, Realizing Human Rights: 

Moving from Inspiration to Impact (edited with Graham Allison). Her first book, A Problem 

from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide, grew out of a paper she wrote while attending law 

school. The book won the Pulitzer Prize for General Non-Fiction and the J. Anthony Lukas Book 

Prize in 2003. The book was criticized by Joseph Nevins for Power's case selection, analysis, and 

portrayal of the U.S. as an "outsider" to mass atrocities. 

From 1998 to 2002, Power served as the Founding Executive Director of the Carr Center for 

Human Rights Policy at Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government, where she later 

served as the Anna Lindh Professor of Practice of Global Leadership and Public Policy. 

In 2004, Power was named by Time magazine as one of the 100 most influential people in the 

world that year. In fall 2007, she began writing a regular column for Time. 

Power spent 2005ï06 working in the office of U.S. Senator Barack Obama as a foreign policy 

fellow, where she was credited with sparking and directing Obama's interest in the Darfur 

conflict. She served as a senior foreign policy adviser to Obama's 2008 presidential campaign, 

but stepped down after referring to Hillary Clinton as "a monster". Power apologized for the 

remarks made in an interview with The Scotsman in London, and resigned from the campaign 

shortly thereafter. 

The second book she edited and compiled, Chasing the Flame: Sergio Vieira de Mello and the 

Fight to Save the World, was released on February 14, 2008. 

The third book she edited and compiled, The Unquiet American: Richard Holbrook in the World 

(edited with Derek Chollet). 

Involvement in 2008 U.S. presidential campaign 

Power was an early and outspoken supporter of Barack Obama. In August 2007, Power authored 

a memo titled "Conventional Washington versus the Change We Need", in which she provided 

one of the first comprehensive statements of Obama's approach to foreign policy. In the memo 
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she writes: "Barack Obama's judgment is right; the conventional wisdom is wrong. We need a 

new era of tough, principled and engaged American diplomacy to deal with 21st century 

challenges." 

In February and March 2008, Power began an international book tour to promote her book, 

Chasing the Flame. Because of her involvement in the Obama campaign, many of the interviews 

she gave revolved around her and Barack Obama's foreign-policy views, as well as the 2008 

campaign. 

"Armenians for Obama" uploaded a video of Power to YouTube where she referred to Obama's 

"unshakeable conscientiousness" regarding genocide in general and the Armenian genocide in 

particular, as well as saying that he would "call a spade a spade, and speak the truth about it". 

Power appeared on BBC's HARDtalk on March 6, stating that Barack Obama's pledge to "have 

all U.S. combat brigades out of Iraq within 16 months" was a "best case scenario" that "he will 

revisit when he becomes president." Challenged by the host as to whether this contradicted 

Obama's campaign commitment, she responded, "You canôt make a commitment in March 2008 

about what circumstances will be like in January 2009.... He will, of course, not rely on some 

plan that heôs crafted as a presidential candidate or a U.S. Senator. He will rely upon a plan ð an 

operational plan ð that he pulls together in consultation with people who are on the ground to 

whom he doesnôt have daily access now, as a result of not being the president." She concluded by 

saying that "what we can take seriously is that he will try to get U.S. forces out of Iraq as quickly 

and responsibly as possible.ò In February 2009, Obama announced that the U.S. would end 

combat operations in Iraq by August 31, 2010 and withdraw all U.S. soldiers by the end of 2011. 

The U.S. formally ended its mission in Iraq on December 15 of that year. 

The Obama Administration 

 

After the 2008 presidential election, Power joined president-elect Obama's State Department 

transition team. In January 2009, President Obama appointed Power to the National Security 

Council, where she served as a Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for 

Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights. 

In this capacity, Power kept the U.S. out of the Durban Review Conference, the 2009 iteration of 

the UN World Conference against Racism, which was criticized for descending into "a festival of 

Israel bashing." Within the Obama administration, Power advocated for military intervention in 

Libya during the Libyan Civil War on humanitarian grounds. With then-Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton and UN ambassador Susan Rice, Power lobbied Obama to pursue a UN Security 

Council resolution authorizing an international coalition force to protect Libyan civilians. Power 

left the National Security Council in February 2013. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conventional_wisdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-18
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-18
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HARDtalk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_2008
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_transition_of_Barack_Obama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_National_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_National_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-30
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-30
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durban_Review_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Conference_against_Racism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_military_intervention_in_Libya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_military_intervention_in_Libya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libyan_Civil_War_(2011)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_Rice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-34
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samantha_Power#cite_note-34


 
 
 
 

The Echo Foundation                                  15                   State of the World 

 

 

                                  Power speaking at Harvard Law School's Class Day (2010) 

Nomination 

On June 5, 2013, U.S. president Barack Obama announced her nomination as the new United 

States Ambassador to the United Nations. 

 

Power with President Barack Obama in the Oval Office on June 5, 2013 

Power's nomination was backed by Republican senators John McCain and Lindsey Graham, and 

former independent senator Joseph Lieberman. Power also received support from U.S. diplomat 

Dennis Ross, the national director of the Anti-Defamation League Abraham Foxman, Israel's 

ambassador to the U.S. Michael Oren, lawyer and commentator Alan Dershowitz, the director of 

the Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti, the director of the Israel Project, the Jewish 
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Council for Public Affairs, the President of the Rabbinical Assembly, the Eastern Director of the 

Simon Wiesenthal Center, the National Jewish Democratic Council, Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, 

publisher Marty Peretz, and military writer Max Boot. 

Her nomination also faced some opposition. Former U.S. ambassador to the UN John R. Bolton 

and a former acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, Frank 

Gaffney, criticized her for a 2003 article she authored in The New Republic, in which Bolton 

claims she compared the United States to Nazi Germany. 

Power was confirmed as UN ambassador by the U.S. Senate on August 1, 2013, by a vote of 87 

to 10, and was sworn in a day later by the Vice President. 

Views on projecting military power to prevent human rights abuses 

Her advocacy of humanitarian intervention has been criticized for being tendentious and 

militaristic, for answering a "problem from hell" with a "solution from hell." Furthermore, 

Power's advocacy of deploying the United States armed forces to combat human rights abuses 

has been criticized as running contrary to the idea that the main purpose of the military is for 

national defense. 

Views on Israel 

 

Power with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at his office in Jerusalem, February 

15, 2016 

Chemi Shalev wrote that individuals have described Power as being pro-Palestinian and anti-

Israeli, on the basis of statements which she made in a 2002 interview with Harry Kreisler. When 

asked what advice she would give to the president if either the Israelis or the Palestinians looked 

"like they might be moving towards genocide," Power said that the United States might consider 

the deployment of a "mammoth protection force" to monitor developments between the Israelis 

and Palestinians, characterizing it as a regrettable but necessary "imposition of a solution on 
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unwilling parties," and "the lesser of evils." She clarified that remark on several occasions, 

including in an interview with Haaretz correspondent Shmuel Rosner in August 2008. 

In July 2014, Power expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself during the 2014 Israelï

Gaza conflict. 

In December 2016, she justified the Obama administration's refusal to veto a resolution against 

Israeli settlements. Power told the 15-member U.N. Security Council: "Israeli settlement activity 

in territories occupied in 1967 undermines Israelôs security, harms the viability of a negotiated 

two-state outcome, and erodes prospects for peace and stability in the region." 

Tenure 

Speaking in September 2013, regarding the Syrian Civil War, Power told a news conference that 

the American intelligence findings ñoverwhelmingly point to one stark conclusion: The Assad 

regime perpetrated an attack.ò She added, ñThe actions of the Assad regime are morally 

reprehensible, and they violate clearly established international norms.ò Power went on to 

criticize the failure of the United Nations structure to thwart or prosecute the atrocities 

committed in the Syrian conflict, which is now well into its third year. She said, ñThe system 

devised in 1945 precisely to deal with threats of this nature did not work as it was supposed to.ò 

She added, "Even in the wake of the flagrant shattering of the international norm against 

chemical weapons use, Russia continues to hold the council hostage and shirk its international 

responsibilities. "What we have learned, what the Syrian people have learned, is that the Security 

Council the world needs to deal with this crisis is not the Security Council we have." Power has 

herself, however, been criticized by journalist Jeff Jacoby for her lack of commitment to 

stopping the conflict, writing that she has mostly "acquiesced in the presidentôs [Obama's] 

unwillingness to act." 

 

Power with Secretary of State John Kerry at a UN ministerial, October 2, 2015 

In 2014, speaking on the crisis in Ukraine, Ambassador Power, told reporters that Washington 

was "gravely disturbed" by reports of Russian military deployments into the Crimea. "The 
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United States calls upon Russia to pull back the military forces that are being built up in the 

region, to stand down, and to allow the Ukrainian people the opportunity to pursue their own 

government, create their own destiny and to do so freely without intimidation or fear," she said. 

Power declined to characterize Russian military actions when asked if they constituted 

aggression. She called for an independent international mediation mission to be quickly 

dispatched to Ukraine. 

In July 2014, during a forum at Hunter College commemorating the 45th anniversary of the 

Stonewall riots, Power said that, in spite of significant progress in the US, the LGBT rights 

movement was "far from over," noting that, "There are some parts of the world where the 

situation abroad is actually taking a sharp turn for the worse for LGBT individuals." She stated 

that homosexuality remains criminalized in nearly 80 countries, that Brunei was moving towards 

becoming the eighth country to enact capital punishment for same-sex sexual acts, and that 

Russia and Nigeria had also instituted anti-LGBT legislation in the last year. Referring to a law 

signed in February by Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni that imposes a life sentence upon 

anyone found guilty of repeated same-sex sexual acts, she said: "Unfortunately, Uganda's anti-

gay legislation is not an outlier. Nor is the climate of intolerance and abuse that it has fostered." 

This speech occurred on the first anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision that struck 

down a portion of the Defense of Marriage Act, and a week after the Obama administration 

announced travel bans against Ugandan officials responsible for anti-LGBT human rights abuses. 

 

Power with John Kerry and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, September 29, 2015 

In March 2015, Power described defense cuts planned by European countries such as Britain as 

"very concerning" in light of the "diffuse" challenges facing the world, such as the Ebola crisis in 

west Africa and the threat from the Islamic State of the Levant (ISIL). She flew to Brussels to 

urge European nations to abide by a NATO pledge to devote to defense at least two per cent of 

their national budget, and she suggested that their current spending already risked being 

insufficient. 
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Power has faced criticism for her silence on Obama's failure to recognize the Armenian 

Genocide, especially after its 100th anniversary in 2015. She has refused to comment on the 

issue. 

In June 2015, Power spoke to the US House Foreign Affairs Committee while negotiations were 

taking place with Iran regarding granting relief of sanctions on the country in return for them 

scaling back their nuclear program. She told the Committee that the US would retain the ability 

to reinstate sanctions against Iran without unanimous support from the UN Security Council, 

though she said she could not provide details until a deal was finalized.  

In 2016 while speaking on the situation in Syria, Power said, "What Russia is sponsoring and 

doing is not counter-terrorism, it is barbarism," "Instead of pursuing peace, Russia and Assad 

make war. Instead of helping get life-saving aid to civilians, Russia and Assad are bombing the 

humanitarian convoys, hospitals and first responders who are trying desperately to keep people 

alive," Power said. A Sept. 9 ceasefire deal between U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov aimed at putting Syria's peace process back on track 

effectively collapsed on Monday when an aid convoy was bombed. 

Power, in her last major speech in the role to tell the international community it must do 

everything it can to stop what she described as a Russian assault on the world order. Outlining 

Russian actions like the annexation of Crimea, the bombing of civilians in Syria, and a hacking 

of Americaôs election, Power drew a picture of a state whose primary aim is to sow chaos and 

wreak havoc on the ñrules-basedò world order that is girded by international law and run in 

bodies like the United Nations. ñRussiaôs actions are not standing up a new world order, they are 

tearing down the one that exists, and this is what we are fighting against,ò she said in a speech at 

the Atlantic Council on 17 January. ñHaving defeated the forces of fascism and communism, we 

now confront the forces of authoritarianism and nihilism.ò Those who argue, as Trump has, that 

undoing sanctions against Russia will make the Kremlin more amenable ñhave it backwards,ò 

Power said. ñEasing punitive measureséwill only embolden Russia,ò encourage North Korea 

and Iran to follow them and send the message that all they need to do is ñwait it out,ò Power 

argued. 

On May 31, 2017, Power's testimony and relevant records were subpoenaed by the House 

Intelligence Committee as part of its investigation into the unmasking of Americans whose 

conversations were inadvertently captured during intelligence surveillance.  

Honors 

Barnard College awarded Power its highest award, the 2015 Barnard Medal of Distinction, citing 

among other achievements her book, "Problem from Hell", and her denunciation of genocide and 

hope that vows of ñnever againò would truly mean ñnever againò. In June 2016, she was awarded 

the 2016 Henry A. Kissinger Prize.  
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Exclusive: Samantha Power On Her Special Friendship 

With Elie Wiesel 

By Jane Eisner 

Forward 

September 13, 2017 

 

A Pulitzer Prize-winning author and academic turned diplomat, Samantha Power is best known 

for her efforts to bring her work highlighting genocide prevention onto the national and global 

stage. 

 

Power is now writing about her experiences from a perch at Harvard University, after concluding 

in January a tumultuous four years as the United States ambassador to the United Nations. Active 

in Barack Obamaôs first presidential campaign, she served on the 2008 transition team and then 

as senior director of multilateral affairs and human rights for the National Security Council 

before representing the Obama administration in Turtle Bay. 

 

A native of Ireland, Power, 46, grew close to the late Elie Wiesel through their common interest 

in genocide prevention; she wrote the new introduction to Wieselôs ñNight,ò which we excerpted 

on our site. She spoke to the Forwardôs editor-in-chief, Jane Eisner, from Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, about her friendship with Wiesel, why heôd be on a plane to Juba if he were still 

alive, and why Twitter is sometimes bad for her health. 

 

 

 

(This interview has been edited for 

space and clarity.) 

 

Jane Eisner: The first official dinner 

you hosted in your home after you 

became U.S. ambassador to the 

United Nations was in honor of Elie 

Wiesel. Why did you choose to 

honor him then? 

 

 

Samantha Power: What anyone who works in government and at the U.N. experiences very 

quickly is how abstract the suffering of others can be when you are talking about it in a 

windowless room, when you are debating thousands of miles away from the people who are 

affected by your decisions. And for me, and tens of millions of people, Elie always found a way 

Facebook 
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to get real. He always found a way to cut through jargon or make you feel embarrassed by your 

own abstractions. 

 

Thereôs no thinker or writer or person who has had more influence on my moral understanding 

than Elie Wiesel, and I found myself and my family suddenly resident at the Waldorf Astoria, 

[the official residence of the U.N. ambassador], and I thought what a wonderful opportunity to 

pay tribute to a giant. 

 

JE: Tell us about your relationship. When did you go from being professionals with a shared 

interest in preventing genocide to establishing a friendship? 

 

SP: I first got introduced to Elie and his life as a kid, like so many millions of children do, 

reading his story. An Irish immigrant, I read ñNightò for the first time in high school in Atlanta, 

Georgia. I never dreamed that I would ever meet the man, never mind develop a friendship with 

him. I consider it the blessing of a lifetime that our relationship developed over time. 

 

I wrote ñA Problem From Hell,ò my book on American responses to genocide, and after I 

finished it, I sought him out. He was someone who kept popping up in its pages as an advocate 

when it mattered most. As I looked into Cambodia, Saddam Hussein, Bosnia, Bitburg, there was 

Elie Wiesel. Again and again he made himself a historic voice, and an extremely relevant voice, 

when issues of great moral magnitude were hanging in the balance. 

 

So I sought him out, and he was kind enough not to hate the book I had written! There is no 

greater terror than sending off your battered manuscript, six years of work, to someone who 

appears repeatedly in the book, and also to someone who has been such a foundational 

inspiration for the sensibility that gave rise to the question at its heart: Why are we bystanders in 

the face of genocide? In the wake of this first meeting, we began a correspondence. 

 

Soon thereafter, the genocide in Darfur, Sudan, occurred. And Elie, to his eternal credit and in 

keeping with how he had lived his life for decades, made himself a public voice for action to try 

to help those people who were being slaughtered in Darfur. We worked together to press the 

U.N. Security Council to do more, and we spoke at rallies in Washington and at advocacy events 

in New York. 

 

That period was quite gratifying for him ð not because there was any silver bullet to Darfur but 

because what he saw across the U.S. was a burst of activism by young people on college 

campuses who demanded that the principle of ñNever againò be brought to life. 

In your foreword to the new edition of ñNight,ò you talk about being haunted by Moishe the 

Beadle, an odd character from Wieselôs town who tries to warn people about the Nazis, to no 
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avail. Is there a Moishe the Beadle on the world stage today, who is trying to warn us of an 

impending tragedy? 

 

We all have these moments where injustice is brought to us. It can be ordinary injustice, or it can 

be injustice on an epic scale, like Moishe the Beadle tried to convey. Itôs tempting not to believe, 

or to believe and not to fully process, to keep horrible or inconvenient information at remove. 

I think of ñCaesar,ò the code name of the Syrian photographer who smuggled out thousands of 

graphic photos [taken from 2011 to 2013] of Syrian prisoners who had been systematically 

tortured by the Assad regime. Some people didnôt believe him; others believed, but pushed the 

information away. Amid the challenges associated with whether and how to intervene in Syria, 

we, the United States, and the world didnôt find a way to respond to those crimes in a way that 

Caesar would have imagined when he risked his life to bring us this damning evidence. 

 

Thatôs a very vivid, single individual who did his part as much as the Beadle did to get the world 

to see, to shake the world. I know how devastated he is, not only by what he saw, but also by the 

fact that we and other government officials who saw the photos didnôt do far more in response.  

 

JE: You wrote that Wiesel would venture 

to unlikely, isolated places ð to meet 

with refugees escaping the Khmer Rouge 

and Miskito Indians driven from their 

land in Nicaragua. If he were alive today, 

where would he go? 

 

SP: While the Holocaust was the defining 

event of his remarkable life, he didnôt 

believe that something had to be 

genocide, or even a mass atrocity, to be 

worthy of his activism, of his voice. He 

was aware of the power of his voice, and 

the importance of preserving its heft, 

weight, so he didnôt throw his moral authority around on issues without deep reflection on the 

good that could be done if he lent support to a cause. 

 

Sometimes as we seek to apply ñNever again,ò as we resolve not to be bystanders, we can miss 

injustices right before our nose. Elie taught us not to do that. The bar need not be set as genocide 

for when we act. If it is, we may miss the opportunity to do something within our communities in 

our time, or we may miss the opportunity to act abroad before it is too late. 

 

Samantha Power's Twitter  
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It is perilous to speculate on what Elie might be doing or where he might be traveling today. But 

I suppose I can speak to issues that cry out for attention. I know that Elie cared about the ghastly 

plight of refugees, as right now more people are displaced from their homes, 67 million, than at 

any time since World War II. In his life he often showed solidarity with those individuals, and, 

despite all the fear that people have about bringing refugees in ð and we have to address 

peopleôs fears and not just blow past them ð he served as a remarkable example of what a 

refugee who comes and is embraced by the United States can give back. Throughout his life, 

through his travels, he gave faces to refugee crises, and managed to break down this abstract idea 

of a ñrefugeeò into discrete families who are just trying to keep their children fed, safe, alive. 

 

Elie often would go to places where the news wasnôt. Yemen today is a place where the suffering 

is so acute, and where there is an alarmingly large gap between the scale of the disaster and the 

amount of outside coverage, interest and response. 

 

And South Sudan ð Elie was so heartened when that people who suffered a genocide achieved 

independence from their tormentors. And now their alleged leaders have driven their country to 

ruin. I imagine he would be on a plane to Juba right now. 

 

JE: In a 2014 New Yorker profile, you said: ñMy career is not well thought-out. Every choice 

has been instinctive, and quite literally, impulsive, in many ways.ò Is that still the case? How 

would you describe your career now? 

 

SP: I got to know Elieôs son when I was a freshman counselor at Yale and he was a freshman. I 

loved seeing the way Elie related to his boy and later to his grandkids. He gave off the feeling 

with them as though time was standing still. 

 

I had both my kids while working in the White House. They are now 8 and 5. They grew up with 

a mother who was working around the clock and never as fully present as she wished. I am right 

now focused on making up for lost time and making my loved ones feel as though time stands 

still for them. 

 

Iôm writing a book provisionally called ñThe Education of an Idealist.ò In our first lunch when I 

became U.N. ambassador, I asked Elie for his advice. He said that, at some point, when I was in 

the U.N. Security Council, and each of the countries went around and read the stale talking 

points theyôd been using in every prior meeting on the same topic, I should raise my hand and 

ask, ñBut what about morality in all of this?ò And I said to him, ñThat is so not how these 

debates generally go; I canôt even imagine how that would go down.ò 

 

I never forgot that. As I tried to introduce the voices of individuals into these abstract debates, I 

would think of Elie, and I would try to puncture this bubble that we often inhabit when we are 
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making decisions of great magnitude. As I write my book, Iôm now grappling with that question: 

What about morality in all of this? How can you best inject human consequences into decision-

making? I believe it can be done. 

 

JE: You were quoted in The Irish Times recently, saying that you would consider running for 

office one day. True? 

 

SP: The way the question was phrased was ñwould you consider?ò Consider? Sure. 

Having been a writer and a teacher and an advocate on the outside for my whole career before 

working for [President] Obama, Iôve never felt so privileged and so useful as I did as a public 

servant. If I had the chance to serve my country again in some form, or if I could make a 

difference, in my community, in my own home state, I would be very interested in doing it. For 

now Iôm focused on making up for lost time with my two beautiful children and trying to sort 

through what I have learned over these last years. 

 

JE: But you are active on Twitter. 

 

SP: Iôm trying to stay off it, because itôs bad for my health! My quality of life plummets about 

10% every time I open my Twitter feed. All that is on Twitter is basically ñDonald Trump did 

this terrible thing today,ò or ñDonald Trump was prevented from doing this terrible thing today.ò 

The latter is what passes for good news. 

 

That said, even as I hunker down and try to get my book done, it is hard not to raise oneôs voice 

against the cruelty and coldness and the recklessness of much of whatôs being done. 

 

Itôs heartbreaking. If those who are making these decisions could just experience the pain they 

are causing to others for a minute ð the pain of being separated from loved ones who are being 

deported; the pain of fearing you are going to lose your health insurance; the pain of racism, of 

discrimination ð if that was happening to them, would they be making the decisions they are 

making? 

 

People who have the privilege of serving in government are empowered to do things that affect 

other peopleôs destinies. Thatôs a huge responsibility. And itôs a responsibility being born 

recklessly right now. Elie consistently raised his voice against cruelty ð it is incumbent on all of 

us to follow his lead and do all we can to help those we can help and to combat the hate and 

extremism that have gathered force. 
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Why Elie Wieselôs óNightô Still Matters So Much To Me  

- And All Of Us 

By Samantha Power 

Forward 

September 12, 2017 

 

 

From the new introduction by Samantha Power 

to ñNightò by Elie Wiesel, published by Hill and 

Wang, a division of Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Copyright 1958 by Les Éditions de Minuit. 

Translation copyright 2006 by Marion Wiesel. 

Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech and 

Nobel Lecture copyright 1986 by The Nobel 

Foundation. Introduction 2017 by Samantha 

Power. 

 

Words tend to fail us most in two circumstances 

ð in the face of profound evil and of 

transcendent decency. When Elie Wiesel first 

tried to describe his experience in the camps, he 

later wrote, ñI watched helplessly as language became an obstacle.ò We who have the honor to speak 

about Elie have the opposite challenge, finding words that capture the fierce and magical essence of 

this marvelous man. Elie gave friendship with the intensity of a young man fresh out of collegeð

with innocence and adamant conviction that that friendship would be an eternal bond, which, in 

Elieôs case, it usually was. He used to quote someone who said in French, ñMa patrie, côest les 

amis.ò ñMy friends are my homeland.ò 

 

It was Elieôs belief in friendship that relates so powerfully to the miracle of his joyfulness. Of 

course, we must consider the context from which that joy somehow emerged. None of us will ever 

comprehend the depravity of what Elie experienced during the Holocaust. He tried to help us see and 

feel that pain, but he knew our limits. Nor can most of us fathom the aloneness that Elie experienced 

after he was liberated from Buchenwald on April 11, 1945. Imagine the 16-year-old boy who walked 

out of those gates. A boy with A-7713 tattooed on his arm. A boy who, as far as he knew, had lost 

his entire family, and who ð when he gazed at himself in the mirror for the first time since being 

sent to the concentration camp ð saw a corpse staring back at him. ñThe slightest wind would blow 

me over,ò he later said. 

 

Many of us have been struck by the fact that it took Elie 10 years to prepare himself to put into 

words the horrors of what had been done to him and to his family and to his people. A whole 10 

years before he could begin to write. And when he did so, in the spring of 1955, this wise old man 

Elie Wiesel, Phot credit Sergey Bermenie 
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who had been to hell and back was just 26 years old. What must it have been like for this man, in his 

Paris lodgings, to rouse the demons ð to hear once again what he called the ñsilent criesò? ñWhile I 

had many things to say,ò he would later write, ñI did not have the words to say themé.. How was 

one to rehabilitate and transform words betrayed and perverted by the enemy? Hunger ð thirst ð 

fear ð transport ð selection ð fire ð chimneyé I would pause at every sentence, and start over 

and over again. I would conjure up other verbs, other images, other silent cries. It still was not right.ò 

He reimmersed himself in that period, into the darkness of night. The approach that came most 

naturally to him was blunt and unsparing. What he bore witness to ð and thus relived ð were the 

horrors inflicted upon him, but also his own most searing moments of dehumanization, when he 

could not bring himself to help the person whose companionship had helped keep him alive in 

Auschwitz and later, on the death march ð his father. As he eventually wrote, ñHe had called out to 

me and I had not answered.ò 

 

In the original text, which Elie wrote in Yiddish, he had added, ñI shall never forgive myself.ò Elie 

Wiesel carried all of this. 

 

It can be hard to imagine that there was a time when the prevailing wisdom was not to bear witness. 

But that is precisely what it was like when Elie was writing. Survivors did not speak about their past 

ð even to their own children. Here in the United States, there were no memorials to the 6 million 

Jews who had been killed. The word ñHolocaustò did not even appear in The New York Times until 

1959. Even in Europe ð where the mass murder had taken place and entire Jewish communities had 

been wiped out ð the topic was hardly mentioned. It was against this wall of silence that Elie wrote. 

And then the man whose lifeôs mission would be to combat indifference laid his heart out to the 

world, presented his experiences, his story, and they reacted with indifference. Although he had cut 

the original Yiddish version from more than 800 pages to a little more than 100, all the major 

publishing houses turned the book down. The renowned French novelist François Mauriac resolved 

to help Elie. ñNo one is interested in the death camps anymore,ò publishers told Mauriac. ñIt just 

wonôt sell.ò When Elie went in search of an American publisher, he later recalled, their rejection 

letters often noted that American readers ñseemed to prefer optimistic books.ò 

 

All who have read ñNightò are haunted, 

perhaps above all, by Moishe the Beadle. 

Moishe was among the first wave of foreign 

Jews deported from Elieôs town of Sighet, who 

were transported by train to a forest in Poland, 

where they were forced to dig their own graves 

at gunpoint, and then executed en masse by the 

Gestapo. Moishe survived, wounded, faking 

his death, and eventually made his way back to 

Sighet, where he told his neighbors what he 
US Holocaust Memorial Museum 
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had witnessed. ñJews, listen to me!ò he yells outside the synagogue, weeping. ñThatôs all I ask of 

you. No money. No pity. Just listen to me!ò But no one listens. Moishe is ignored ð dismissed as a 

madman. How cruel was it, then, that young Elie Wiesel, who was taunted by his perpetrators that 

nobody would ever know or care what had happened to him and his people, how cruel was it that he 

encountered a world that again seemed indifferent to what he had gone through? When he was trying 

to place his manuscript, did he feel somehow like Moishe the Beadle, a man who possessed the truth, 

but was ignored? And yet none of this appears to have diminished the determination of Elie Wiesel. 

ñNightò of course did eventually find its publishers, and after several years, its readership did begin 

to grow, at first gradually, and then exponentially. 

 

Arguably no single work did so much to lift the silence that had enveloped survivors, and bring what 

happened in the ñKingdom of Nightò out into the light, for all to see. And yet. Injustice was still 

rampant. Genocide denial against the Armenians, the horrors of his lifetime ð Pol Pot, Bosnia, 

Rwanda, Darfur, Syria in his later years. He lived to see more and more people bear witness to 

unspeakable atrocities, but he also saw that indifference remained too widespread. Amid all the pain 

and disappointment of Elieôs remarkable life, how is it that the darkness did not envelop him, or 

shield him from the sun? How is it that the light in Elie Wieselôs gaze was every bit as defining as 

his lifeôs experiences? ñWhat is abnormal,ò Elie once told Oprah Winfrey, ñis that I am normal. That 

I survived the Holocaust and went on to love beautiful girls, to talk, to write, to have toast and tea 

and live my life ð that is what is abnormal.ò Elie raged against indifference to injustice, to be sure, 

but he also savored the gifts of life with ferocious zeal. ñWe know that every moment is a moment of 

grace,ò he once said, ñevery hour is an offering; not to share them would mean to betray them.ò 

Maybe it was because Elie had such a strong sense of purpose on his journey ð to help those who 

could still be helped. A duty to his neighbor. To the stranger, the stranger that he once was. He 

called it his 11th commandment: ñThou shalt not stand idly byé . You must speak up. You must 

defend. You must tell the victims, é óYou are not alone, somebody cares.ôò 

 

Through the years, Elie ventured out to the most unlikely, isolated places. There was Elie in a tiny 

village along the Thai border with Cambodia, meeting with refugees who had just escaped the 

Khmer Rouge. There was Elie, crossing the jungle in Nicaragua on foot and in a kayak, to reach the 

Miskito Indians who had been driven from their land. ñI,ò Elie reflected later, ñwho have been 

known to lose my way in my own neighborhood and donôt know how to swim,ò traveled all that way 

to bear witness to their displacement and see how he could help. Now one might think that in these 

encounters Elie found only suffering, but he did not. He found meaning. Abe Foxman remembered 

visiting a school program in Tel Aviv that Elie and Marion had helped set up for undocumented 

children from Sudan ð one of many such initiatives they created ð and Abe remembers seeing Elie 

singing and dancing with the kids, in pure, almost childlike joy. Elie Wiesel often wrote of the anger 

within him. But what he projected most effortlessly was his love. Jews, Elie would often say, are a 

people of unparalleled gratitude ð so much so, he pointed out, that they begin the day by thanking 

God for opening their eyes. Elieôs greatest joy came in the time he spent with those closest to him, 
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his wife, Marion, and his son, Elisha. A few years ago, when he was recovering from heart surgery, 

Elie was visited by his beloved grandson, Elijah, then just 5 years old. Here is how Elie describes the 

encounter: ñI hug my grandson and tell him, óEvery time I see you, my life becomes a gift.ô Elijah 

observes me closely as I speak andé responds: óGrandpa, you know that I love you, and I see you 

are in pain. Tell me: If I loved you more, would you be in less pain?ôò 

 

Elie writes, ñI am convinced God at that moment is smiling as He contemplates His creation.ò I am 

so very sad that my children will not have the chance to talk metaphysics with the master. But let me 

offer another reason that God is smiling today. As our nation goes through difficult days, ñNightò is 

a book that is firmly ingrained in that small canon of literature that kids and young adults read when 

they are growing up in America. Alongside Atticus Finch and Scout, one of the narrators that will 

have an early shot at shaping our childrenôs moral universe is 16-year-old Elie. So, while the void is 

enormous ð above all, for Marion, Elisha, and the rest of the family ð and the void is enormous for 

our world, I too am filled with profound joy knowing that my 7-year-old boy and my 4-year-old girl 

ð like Elieôs grandkids, and their children after them ð will wade into big questions for the first 

time with Elie Wiesel as their guide. That they will be less alone for having Elie with them. That 

ñNightò will be one of the works that lay the scaffolding for their moral architecture. All because 

Elie Wiesel was optimistic enough to keep going ð and to find the strength to shine his light on us 

all. 
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Samantha Power: The Campaigner  

Chapter Study Questions 

 
Photo courtesy of Van Sarki 

 

1. How did Samantha Power begin her career? 

2. Samantha Power moved to the United States as a nine-year-old girl from Ireland. What 

effect do you think this had on her and her life? 

3. What did Power do from 1998 to 2002 at Harvard Universityôs Kennedy School of 

Government? 

4. When was Samantha Power announced as the new United States Ambassador to the 

United Nations? 

5. What are some of Powerôs views on Israel?  

6. What are some awards Power has won in her career? 

7. Who was Elie Wiesel? 

8. Why did Samantha Power decide to honor Elie Wiesel at a dinner she hosted after she 

became the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations? 

9. How do you believe Elie Wiesel affected Power? 
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III.  Life Before the United Nations 
_________________________________ 

 
Samantha Power with Jeremy Scahill on Democracy Now! 

 
1. On a Mission to Shine a Spotlight on Genocide; Samantha Powerôs        

2. Mind Leaps From Bosnia to Iraq 

3. Remember Rwanda, but Take Action in Sudan 

4. Bystanders to Genocide   

5. Winning the Pulitzer Prize 

6. Publishers Weekly Review on A Problem From Hell 

7. San Francisco Chronicle Review A Problem From Hell 

8. The Telegraph Book Review on A Problem From Hell 

9. Study Questions 
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On a Mission To Shine A Spotlight On Genocide; Samantha 

Power's Mind Leaps From Bosnia to Iraq 
 
By Celestine Bohlen 

The New York Times 

February 5, 2003 

 

By her own definition Samantha Power is a child of Bosnia. Not literally: born in Ireland in 

1970, she came to the United States when she was 9. With her billowy red hair and long-legged 

stride, she exudes a purposeful all-American energy that is far from the bleakness of the Balkans. 

But Bosnia is where she came of age, she says, just as a generation before hers was marked by 

Vietnam, and another was defined by World War II. 

''Our view of American power was born'' in Bosnia, said Ms. Power, author of ''A Problem From 

Hell,'' about American responses to genocide in the last century that has prompted new debates 

about the moral responsibilities that go with American power. 

She came to Bosnia in 1993, joining the swarms of freelance reporters drawn to the unfolding 

war.  

 

The story there was shocking -- a widening arc of atrocities against victims targeted not for what 

they had done, but for who they were -- all taking place on a continent where genocide was never 

supposed to happen again. But more shocking for this 23-year-old, one year out of Yale 

University, was that the American government seemed unwilling to stop it. 
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The final blow came in Srebrenica, a doomed town that had been designated a ''safe haven'' by 

the United Nations and its international peacekeepers, where in July 1995 an estimated 7,000 

Muslim men and boys were massacred by Bosnian Serbs. 

Ms. Power then realized that newspaper articles -- however grisly, however accurate -- do not 

change policy. She left the region in anger and frustration. ''It wasn't about me, Samantha,'' she 

said. ''It was about impotence.'' Ms. Power's response was to embark on what was to become a 

610-page book, with a title borrowed from the phrase once uttered by Warren Christopher, the 

former secretary of state. She began as a reporter, and ended up with a mission. 

There is an intensity in just about everything Ms. Power does, including the way she speaks. She 

weaves ideas together so fast that sometimes she has to jot down what she has just said, to 

remind herself how she made the leap from one subject to another. 

She grew up with sports -- her mother was an Irish squash champion -- and her first ambition 

was to be a sports broadcaster. 

Returning to the United States in the mid-1990's Ms. Power was struck by this country's 

rediscovery of the horrors of the Holocaust, through books, films and newly opened museums. 

The words ''never again'' had become a political commonplace. But to her ears, they seemed a 

mockery of the policy failures she had witnessed in Bosnia. 

When she went looking for books to explain this discrepancy, she could not find any, so she 

decided to write one herself. 

''It was a totally innocent book,'' she said. ''This was not a graduate-school thesis. I just wanted to 

find out the answer to the question: What was the American response and why?'' 

Her friends in this period described her obsession as ''all genocide, all the time.'' A die-hard Red 

Sox fan (is there any other kind?) who attended 45 games last season, she found herself at a party 

talking to her idol, the pitcher Pedro Martínez. Only later did she realize that she hadn't let him 

get a word in, as she bombarded him with accounts of Rwanda and Bosnia. 

 The book has been praised for its mix of scholarship and 

journalism. It starts with an account of a futile effort by Henry 

Morgenthau, then the United States ambassador to Turkey, to 

persuade Washington to stop the killing of Armenians by the 

Ottoman Turks in 1915 and moves on to the compelling and 

little-known story of Raphael Lemkin, a Jewish linguist from 

Poland whose family was killed in the Holocaust and who waged 

an obsessive battle to put genocide -- a word he coined -- on the 

international agenda. 

But the crux of ''A Problem From Hell'' is an account of how 

American foreign policy -- despite the Holocaust -- stayed 

largely silent in the face of the atrocities in Cambodia, Iraq, 

Bosnia and most recently and dramatically in Rwanda. The 
Henry Morgenthau 
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United States pushed for the withdrawal of United Nations troops from Rwanda as the slaughter 

of 800,000 Tutsis got under way. 

 In the case of Bosnia, the United States did take 

action -- albeit belatedly, and through NATO -- 

and later in Kosovo led NATO in a bombing 

campaign to force the Serbs to stop their atrocities 

against the rebellious ethnic Albanians there. 

Ms. Power, now 32, wrote the book in five years, 

traveling to the Balkans and other site of genocide 

and managing to graduate from Harvard Law 

School in 1999. In 2001 her first publisher, 

Random House, dropped the book when, by her 

account, she refused to make it ''more personal, more polemical.'' New Republic/Basic Books 

published the work last spring. 

By the time ''A Problem From Hell'' came out, its analysis of Washington's paralysis in the face 

of genocide seemed like an echo from the past. The terrorist attacks of September 2001 had 

reshaped the world and made national security the overriding foreign policy priority. 

''Someone said the other day that genocide is so 1990's,'' Ms. Power said in a borrowed office in 

New York, where the United Nations Security Council was wrangling over the United States' 

apparent intention to wage war against Iraq. ''There is a way in which nonintervention now 

seems to be a moot point.'' 

While the Bush administration is ready to intervene in Iraq in the name of national security, there 

is no indication that humanitarian intervention, as cited in Kosovo by the Clinton administration, 

is still a feature of American policy. 

And yet Ms. Power's book, which has been nominated for several prizes, has stirred debate in 

foreign policy circles as diplomats and experts deal with the question of when and how 

American power, military and diplomatic, should be deployed on behalf of humanitarian goals. 

Richard Holbrooke, the former United Nations ambassador and architect of the Dayton accords 

that ended the Bosnian war, has declared it a ''breakthrough book''; he has distributed copies 

around the foreign policy circuit, including one to the United Nations Secretary General Kofi 

Annan. 

''It is not about moralism as foreign policy, it is about moral values in foreign policy,'' Mr. 

Holbrooke said. He likened Ms. Power to Maude Gonne, the fiery Irish nationalist who was W. 

B. Yeats's longtime love and muse. (Ms. Power was recently featured in an magazine 

advertisement for the luxury car Infiniti promoting a book about projects and people trying to 

change the world. Ms. Power said she hesitated before appearing in the ad, but went ahead on the 

theory that it would put her theories ''into the mainstream.'') 
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Ms. Power bridles at critics who interpret the book as a simplistic call for military intervention in 

cases of humanitarian crises. Her point, she said, is not that the United States failed to intervene 

in Cambodia, Iraq or Rwanda, but that it failed to do anything at all. 

''If you think of foreign policy as a toolbox, there are a whole range of options -- you can 

convene allies, impose economic sanctions, expel ambassadors, jam hate radio,'' she said. ''There 

is always something you can do, but if you look at most of these cases, you see that the toolbox 

stays closed even when the violations are bad, really bad, even when they are in the red zone.'' 

In the case of Rwanda, for instance, genocide never came up at any cabinet meeting, and the 

word was banned at the State Department. ''Be careful,'' said one document found by Ms. Power. 

''Legal at State was worried about this yesterday -- Genocide finding could commit (the U.S. 

Government) to actually 'do something.' '' 

 Ms. Power now teaches at the Carr Center for 

Human Rights Policy at Harvard University. A 

colleague there, Michael Ignatieff, said her book 

''has had a big echo.'' He said, ''it raises such 

disturbing questions about how bureaucracies 

advertently and inadvertently conspire to deny evil, 

and to construe themselves to be helpless against 

evil.'' 

Everyone, Ms. Power included, agrees that 

humanitarian intervention is never simple. By its 

very definition, it implies a violation of another 

country's sovereignty, which can have a destabilizing effect and lead to unintended 

consequences; for instance, intervention did not stop ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, where the 

Albanians have pushed out most Serbs, Roma and Gorani, a Muslim minority. 

Politics and history must be taken into account: after the Vietnam War, Americans had no 

stomach for any involvement in Cambodia, no matter how horrible the crimes of the Pol Pot 

regime. Many attribute Washington's passivity to the genocide in Rwanda in April 1994 to the 

public's horrified response to the botched humanitarian mission in Somalia the year before. 

Anthony Lake, who was President Clinton's national security adviser, now admits that the United 

States failed in Rwanda. ''It was a failure of the international community, and we are the leaders 

of that community,'' he said, adding that he hopes Ms. Power's book will stimulate debate about 

how best to intervene in humanitarian crises, including the largely unnoticed civil war in 

Southern Sudan, which by his estimate has cost two million lives. 

In The London Review of Books, Ms. Power's book was cited as an example of how 

humanitarian intervention as embraced by American liberals helped lay the groundwork for the 

Bush administration's policy of pre-emptive intervention, as now foreseen for Iraq. ''Having 

supported unilateralist intervention outside the U.N. framework during the 1990's, liberals and 

progressives are simply unable to make a credible case against Bush today,'' wrote Stephen 

Holmes, a professor at New York University. 

Carr Center  
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But Ms. Power questions the legitimacy of the Bush administration's approach. ''Because it 

adheres to international law in such a selective way, it lacks the legitimacy to stand as the 

military guardian of human rights,'' she said. ''A unilateral attack would make Iraq a more 

humane place, but the world a more dangerous place.'' 

Ms. Power argues that Iraq exemplifies America's failure to recognize that responding to 

genocide is in the national interest. In 1989, she noted, the United States doubled its aid budget 

to Iraq, months after Saddam Hussein had used chemical weapons against his Kurdish citizens, 

as well as against Iranian soldiers. 

Such policies lead to the credibility gap that she said the United States is facing today as it tries 

to convince world public opinion of its motives for a pending invasion of Iraq. 

''You can't allow these kinds of crimes to go unnoticed, and not have them come back and reflect 

on us,'' she said. 
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Remember Rwanda, but Take Action in Sudan 

By Samantha Power      

The New York Times 

April 6, 2004 

 

Ten years ago this week, Rwandan Hutu extremists embarked on a genocidal campaign in which 

they murdered some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus -- a genocide more efficient than that of 

the Nazis. 

On this anniversary, Western and United Nations leaders are expressing their remorse and 

pledging their resolve to prevent future humanitarian catastrophes. But as they do so, the 

Sudanese government is teaming up with Arab Muslim militias in a campaign of ethnic slaughter 

and deportation that has already left nearly a million Africans displaced and more than 30,000 

dead. Again, the United States and its allies are bystanders to slaughter, seemingly no more 

prepared to prevent genocide than they were a decade ago. 

The horrors in the Darfur region of Sudan are not ''like'' Rwanda, any more than those in Rwanda 

were ''like'' those ordered by Hitler. The Arab-dominated government in Khartoum has armed 

nomadic Arab herdsmen, or Janjaweed, against rival African tribes. The government is using 

aerial bombardment to strafe villages and terrorize civilians into flight. And it is denying 

humanitarian access to some 700,000 people who are trapped in Darfur. 

The Arab Muslim marauders and their government sponsors do not yet seem intent on 

exterminating every last African Muslim in their midst. But they do seem determined to wipe out 

black life in the region. The only difference between Rwanda and Darfur, said Mukesh Kapila, the 

former United Nations' humanitarian coordinator for Sudan, ''is the numbers of dead, murdered, 

tortured, raped.'' 

A radio exchange between a Sudanese ground commander and a pilot overhead (taped by a 

British journalist in February) captures the aims of the attackers: 

Commander: We've found people still in the village. 

Pilot: Are they with us or against us? 

Commander: They say they will work with us. 

Pilot: They're liars. Don't trust them. Get rid of them. 

And later: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/04/06/opinion/remember-rwanda-but-take-action-in-sudan.html#story-continues-3
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Pilot: Now the village is empty and secure for you. Any village you pass through you must burn. 

That way, when the villagers come back they'll have a surprise waiting for them. 

The lessons of Rwanda are many. The first is that those intent on wiping out an inconvenient 

minority have a habit of denying journalists and aid workers access and of pursuing bad-faith 

negotiations. Thus far the Sudanese government has pursued both approaches, and Western 

officials have been far too trusting of their assurances. 

A second lesson is that outside powers cannot wait for confirmation of genocide before they act. 

In 1994 the Clinton administration spent more time maneuvering to avoid using the term 

''genocide'' than it did using its resources to save lives. In May 1994, an internal Pentagon memo 

warned against using the term ''genocide'' because it could commit the United States ''to actually 

do something.'' In the case of Sudan, American officials need not focus on whether the killings 

meet the definition of genocide set by the 1948 Genocide Convention; they should focus instead 

on trying to stop them. 

A third lesson is that even when the United States decides not to respond militarily, American 

leadership is indispensable. This is especially true because Europe continues to avoid intervening 

in violent humanitarian crises. And it remains true despite the Bush administration's unpopularity 

abroad. The United States often takes an all-or-nothing approach: if it doesn't send troops, it tends 

to foreclose other policy options. 

In Sudan, this tendency has been compounded by the administration's reluctance to risk 

undermining the peace process it has spearheaded between Sudan's government and the rebels in 

the south. While President Bush is understandably eager to show he can make peace as well as 

war, he must stand up to Sudan's government during these difficult negotiations. 

After all, regimes that resort to ethnic killing and deportation as a tool of statecraft rarely keep 

their word. An important predictor of Sudan's reliability as an ally in the war on terrorism and as a 

party to the American-brokered peace accord is its treatment of African Muslims in Darfur. 

What would standing up to Sudan entail? The administration has several options. 

On the economic and diplomatic front, the United States has already demonstrated its clout in 

Sudan, which is desperate to see American sanctions lifted. So far, Secretary of State Colin 

Powell has rightly described the humanitarian crisis as a ''catastrophe.'' But the White House and 

the Pentagon have been mostly mute. President Bush must use American leverage to demand that 

the government in Khartoum cease its aerial attacks, terminate its arms supplies to the Janjaweed 

and punish those militia accused of looting, rape and murder. The president made a phone call last 

week to Sudan's president, Omar Hassan Ahmed al-Bashir, but one ritual conversation hardly 

counts as pressure. Mr. Bush should keep calling until humanitarian workers and investigators are 
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permitted free movement in the region, a no-fly zone is declared and the killings are stopped, and 

he should dispatch Mr. Powell to the Chad-Sudan border to signal America's resolve. 

The Bush administration can't do this alone. Ten thousand international peacekeepers are needed 

in Darfur. President Bush will have to press Sudan to agree to a United Nations mission -- and he 

will also need United Nations member states to sign on. The Europeans can help by urging the 

Security Council to refer the killings to the newly created International Criminal Court. Though 

the United States has been hostile to the court, this is one move it should not veto, as an 

investigation by the court could deter future massacres. 

President Clinton has said that one of the greatest mistakes of his presidency was not doing more 

to prevent the Rwandan genocide. When he visited Rwanda in 1998, he tried to explain America's 

failure to respond: ''It may seem strange to you here, especially the many of you who lost 

members of your family, but all over the world there were people like me sitting in offices, day 

after day after day, who did not fully appreciate the depth and the speed with which you were 

being engulfed by this unimaginable terror.'' 

Today, roughly 1,000 miles north of Rwanda, tens of thousands of Africans are herded onto death 

marches, and Western leaders are again sitting in offices. How sad it is that it doesn't even seem 

strange. 
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Ambassador Power and representatives from the UN Security Council traveled to South Sudan on September 2-5. 

From UN Security Council in South Sudan 
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September 2001 Issue 

The author's exclusive interviews with scores of the participants in the decision-making, together 

with her analysis of newly declassified documents, yield a chilling narrative of self-serving 

caution and flaccid willðand countless missed opportunities to mitigate a colossal crime 

 

  

  

   

  

I. People Sitting in Offices 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2001/09/bystanders-to-genocide/304571/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2001/09/bystanders-to-genocide/304571/
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In the course of a hundred days in 1994 the Hutu government of Rwanda and its extremist allies 

very nearly succeeded in exterminating the country's Tutsi minority. Using firearms, machetes, 

and a variety of garden implements, Hutu militiamen, soldiers, and ordinary citizens murdered 

some 800,000 Tutsi and politically moderate Hutu. It was the fastest, most efficient killing spree 

of the twentieth century. 

A few years later, in a series in The New Yorker, Philip Gourevitch recounted in horrific detail 

the story of the genocide and the world's failure to stop it. President Bill Clinton, a famously avid 

reader, expressed shock. He sent copies of Gourevitch's articles to his second-term national-

security adviser, Sandy Berger. The articles bore confused, angry, searching queries in the 

margins. "Is what he's saying true?" Clinton wrote with a thick black felt-tip pen beside heavily 

underlined paragraphs. "How did this happen?" he asked, adding, "I want to get to the bottom of 

this." The President's urgency and outrage were oddly timed. As the terror in Rwanda had 

unfolded, Clinton had shown virtually no interest in stopping the genocide, and his 

Administration had stood by as the death toll rose into the hundreds of thousands. 

Why did the United States not do more for the Rwandans at the time of the killings? Did the 

President really not know about the genocide, as his marginalia suggested? Who were the people 

in his Administration who made the life-and-death decisions that dictated U.S. policy? Why did 

they decide (or decide not to decide) as they did? Were any voices inside or outside the U.S. 

government demanding that the United States do more? If so, why weren't they heeded? And 

most crucial, what could the United States have done to save lives? 

So far people have explained the U.S. failure to respond to the Rwandan genocide by claiming 

that the United States didn't know what was happening, that it knew but didn't care, or that 

regardless of what it knew there was nothing useful to be done. The account that follows is based 

on a three-year investigation involving sixty interviews with senior, mid-level, and junior State 

Department, Defense Department, and National Security Council officials who helped to shape 

or inform U.S. policy. It also reflects dozens of interviews with Rwandan, European, and United 

Nations officials and with peacekeepers, journalists, and nongovernmental workers in Rwanda. 

Thanks to the National Security Archive (www.nsarchive.org), a nonprofit organization that uses 

the Freedom of Information Act to secure the release of classified U.S. documents, this account 

also draws on hundreds of pages of newly available government records. This material provides 

a clearer picture than was previously possible of the interplay among people, motives, and 

events. It reveals that the U.S. government knew enough about the genocide early on to save 

lives, but passed up countless opportunities to intervene. 

In March of 1998, on a visit to Rwanda, President Clinton issued what would later be known as 

the "Clinton apology," which was actually a carefully hedged acknowledgment. He spoke to the 

crowd assembled on the tarmac at Kigali Airport: "We come here today partly in recognition of 

the fact that we in the United States and the world community did not do as much as we could 

have and should have done to try to limit what occurred" in Rwanda. 

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB53/press.html
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This implied that the United States had done a good deal but not quite enough. In reality the 

United States did much more than fail to send troops. It led a successful effort to remove most of 

the UN peacekeepers who were already in Rwanda. It aggressively worked to block the 

subsequent authorization of UN reinforcements. It refused to use its technology to jam radio 

broadcasts that were a crucial instrument in the coordination and perpetuation of the genocide. 

And even as, on average, 8,000 Rwandans were being butchered each day, U.S. officials shunned 

the term "genocide," for fear of being obliged to act. The United States in fact did virtually 

nothing "to try to limit what occurred." Indeed, staying out of Rwanda was an explicit U.S. 

policy objective. 

With the grace of one grown practiced at public remorse, the President gripped the lectern with 

both hands and looked across the dais at the Rwandan officials and survivors who surrounded 

him. Making eye contact and shaking his head, he explained, "It may seem strange to you here, 

especially the many of you who lost members of your family, but all over the world there were 

people like me sitting in offices, day after day after day, who did not fully appreciate [pause] the 

depth [pause] and the speed [pause] with which you were being engulfed by this unimaginable 

terror." 

Clinton chose his words with characteristic care. It was true that although top U.S. officials could 

not help knowing the basic factsðthousands of Rwandans were dying every dayðthat were 

being reported in the morning papers, many did not "fully appreciate" the meaning. In the first 

three weeks of the genocide the most influential American policymakers portrayed (and, they 

insist, perceived) the deaths not as atrocities or the components and symptoms of genocide but as 

wartime "casualties"ðthe deaths of combatants or those caught between them in a civil war. 

Yet this formulation avoids the critical issue of whether Clinton and his close advisers might 

reasonably have been expected to "fully appreciate" the true dimensions and nature of the 

massacres. During the first three days of the killings U.S. diplomats in Rwanda reported back to 

Washington that well-armed extremists were intent on eliminating the Tutsi. And the American 

press spoke of the door-to-door hunting of unarmed civilians. By the end of the second week 

informed nongovernmental groups had already begun to call on the Administration to use the 

term "genocide," causing diplomats and lawyers at the State Department to begin debating the 

word's applicability soon thereafter. In order not to appreciate that genocide or something close 

to it was under way, U.S. officials had to ignore public reports and internal intelligence and 

debate. 

The story of U.S. policy during the genocide in Rwanda is not a story of willful complicity with 

evil. U.S. officials did not sit around and conspire to allow genocide to happen. But whatever 

their convictions about "never again," many of them did sit around, and they most certainly did 

allow genocide to happen. In examining how and why the United States failed Rwanda, we see 

that without strong leadership the system will incline toward risk-averse policy choices. We also 

see that with the possibility of deploying U.S. troops to Rwanda taken off the table early onð

and with crises elsewhere in the world unfoldingðthe slaughter never received the top-level 

attention it deserved. Domestic political forces that might have pressed for action were absent. 
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And most U.S. officials opposed to American involvement in Rwanda were firmly convinced 

that they were doing all they couldðand, most important, all they shouldðin light of competing 

American interests and a highly circumscribed understanding of what was "possible" for the 

United States to do. 

One of the most thoughtful analyses of how the American system can remain predicated on the 

noblest of values while allowing the vilest of crimes was offered in 1971 by a brilliant and 

earnest young foreign-service officer who had just resigned from the National Security Council 

to protest the 1970 U.S. invasion of Cambodia. In an article in Foreign Policy, "The Human 

Reality of Realpolitik," he and a colleague analyzed the process whereby American 

policymakers with moral sensibilities could have waged a war of such immoral consequence as 

the one in Vietnam. They wrote, 

The answer to that question begins with a basic intellectual approach which views foreign policy 

as a lifeless, bloodless set of abstractions. "Nations," "interests," "influence," "prestige"ðall are 

disembodied and dehumanized terms which encourage easy inattention to the real people whose 

lives our decisions affect or even end. 

Policy analysis excluded discussion of human consequences. "It simply is not done," the authors 

wrote. "Policyðgood, steady policyðis made by the 'tough-minded.' To talk of suffering is to 

lose 'effectiveness,' almost to lose one's grip. It is seen as a sign that one's 'rational' arguments are 

weak." 

In 1994, fifty years after the Holocaust and twenty years after America's retreat from Vietnam, it 

was possible to believe that the system had changed and that talk of human consequences had 

become admissible. Indeed, when the machetes were raised in Central Africa, the White House 

official primarily responsible for the shaping of U.S. foreign policy was one of the authors of that 

1971 critique: Anthony Lane, President Clinton's first-term national-security adviser. The 

genocide in Rwanda presented Lake and the rest of the Clinton team with an opportunity to 

prove that "good, steady policy" could be made in the interest of saving lives. 
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II. The Peacekeepers 

 

Getty Images 

Rwanda was a test for another man as well: Romeo Dallaire, then a major general in the 

Canadian army who at the time of the genocide was the commander of the UN Assistance 

Mission in Rwanda. If ever there was a peacekeeper who believed wholeheartedly in the promise 

of humanitarian action, it was Dallaire. A broad-shouldered French-Canadian with deep-set sky-

blue eyes, Dallaire has the thick, calloused hands of one brought up in a culture that prizes 

soldiering, service, and sacrifice. He saw the United Nations as the embodiment of all three. 

Before his posting to Rwanda Dallaire had served as the commandant of an army brigade that 

sent peacekeeping battalions to Cambodia and Bosnia, but he had never seen actual combat 

himself. "I was like a fireman who has never been to a fire, but has dreamed for years about how 

he would fare when the fire came," the fifty-five-year-old Dallaire recalls. When, in the summer 

of 1993, he received the phone call from UN headquarters offering him the Rwanda posting, he 

was ecstatic. "It was answering the aim of my life," he says. "It's all you've been waiting for." 

Dallaire was sent to command a UN force that would help to keep the peace in Rwanda, a nation 

the size of Vermont, which was known as "the land of a thousand hills" for its rolling terrain. 

Before Rwanda achieved independence from Belgium, in 1962, the Tutsi, who made up 15 
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percent of the populace, had enjoyed a privileged status. But independence ushered in three 

decades of Hutu rule, under which Tutsi were systematically discriminated against and 

periodically subjected to waves of killing and ethnic cleansing. In 1990 a group of armed exiles, 

mainly Tutsi, who had been clustered on the Ugandan border, invaded Rwanda. Over the next 

several years the rebels, known as the Rwandan Patriotic Front, gained ground against Hutu 

government forces. In 1993 Tanzania brokered peace talks, which resulted in a power-sharing 

agreement known as the Arusha Accords. Under its terms the Rwandan government agreed to 

share power with Hutu opposition parties and the Tutsi minority. UN peacekeepers would be 

deployed to patrol a cease-fire and assist in demilitarization and demobilization as well as to help 

provide a secure environment, so that exiled Tutsi could return. The hope among moderate 

Rwandans and Western observers was that Hutu and Tutsi would at last be able to coexist in 

harmony. 

Hutu extremists rejected these terms and set out to terrorize Tutsi and also those Hutu politicians 

supportive of the peace process. In 1993 several thousand Rwandans were killed, and some 

9,000 were detained. Guns, grenades, and machetes began arriving by the planeload. A pair of 

international commissionsðone sent by the United Nations, the other by an independent 

collection of human-rights organizationsðwarned explicitly of a possible genocide. 

But Dallaire knew nothing of the precariousness of the Arusha Accords. When he made a 

preliminary reconnaissance trip to Rwanda, in August of 1993, he was told that the country was 

committed to peace and that a UN presence was essential. A visit with extremists, who preferred 

to eradicate Tutsi rather than cede power, was not on Dallaire's itinerary. Remarkably, no UN 

officials in New York thought to give Dallaire copies of the alarming reports from the 

international investigators. 

The sum total of Dallaire's intelligence data before that first trip to Rwanda consisted of one 

encyclopedia's summary of Rwandan history, which Major Brent Beardsley, Dallaire's executive 

assistant, had snatched at the last minute from his local public library. Beardsley says, "We flew 

to Rwanda with a Michelin road map, a copy of the Arusha agreement, and that was it. We were 

under the impression that the situation was quite straightforward: there was one cohesive 

government side and one cohesive rebel side, and they had come together to sign the peace 

agreement and had then requested that we come in to help them implement it." 

Though Dallaire gravely underestimated the tensions brewing in Rwanda, he still felt that he 

would need a force of 5,000 to help the parties implement the terms of the Arusha Accords. But 

when his superiors warned him that the United States would never agree to pay for such a large 

deployment, Dallaire reluctantly trimmed his written request to 2,500. He remembers, "I was 

told, 'Don't ask for a brigade, because it ain't there.'" 

Once he was actually posted to Rwanda, in October of 1993, Dallaire lacked not merely 

intelligence data and manpower but also institutional support. The small Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations in New York, run by the Ghanaian diplomat Kofi Annan, now the UN 

http://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/rwanda/Geno15-8-03.htm
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secretary general, was overwhelmed. Madeleine Albright, then the U.S. ambassador to the UN, 

recalls, "The global nine-one-one was always either busy or nobody was there." At the time of 

the Rwanda deployment, with a staff of a few hundred, the UN was posting 70,000 peacekeepers 

on seventeen missions around the world. Amid these widespread crises and logistical headaches 

the Rwanda mission had a very low status. 

Life was not made easier for Dallaire or the UN peacekeeping office by the fact that American 

patience for peacekeeping was thinning. Congress owed half a billion dollars in UN dues and 

peacekeeping costs. It had tired of its obligation to foot a third of the bill for what had come to 

feel like an insatiable global appetite for mischief and an equally insatiable UN appetite for 

missions. The Clinton Administration had taken office better disposed toward peacekeeping than 

any other Administration in U.S. history. But it felt that the Department of Peacekeeping 

Operations needed fixing and demanded that the UN "learn to say no" to chancy or costly 

missions. 

Every aspect of the UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda was run on a shoestring. UNAMIR (the 

acronym by which it was known) was equipped with hand-me-down vehicles from the UN's 

Cambodia mission, and only eighty of the 300 that turned up were usable. When the medical 

supplies ran out, in March of 1994, New York said there was no cash for resupply. Very little 

could be procured locally, given that Rwanda was one of Africa's poorest nations. Replacement 

spare parts, batteries, and even ammunition could rarely be found. Dallaire spent some 70 

percent of his time battling UN logistics. 

Dallaire had major problems with his personnel, as well. He commanded troops, military 

observers, and civilian personnel from twenty-six countries. Though multinationality is meant to 

be a virtue of UN missions, the diversity yielded grave discrepancies in resources. Whereas 

Belgian troops turned up well armed and ready to perform the tasks assigned to them, the poorer 

contingents showed up "bare-assed," in Dallaire's words, and demanded that the United Nations 

suit them up. "Since nobody else was offering to send troops, we had to take what we could get," 

he says. When Dallaire expressed concern, he was instructed by a senior UN official to lower his 

expectations. He recalls, "I was told, 'Listen, General, you are NATO-trained. This is not 

NATO.'" Although some 2,500 UNAMIR personnel had arrived by early April of 1994, few of 

the soldiers had the kit they needed to perform even basic tasks. 

The signs of militarization in Rwanda were so widespread that even without much of an 

intelligence-gathering capacity, Dallaire was able to learn of the extremists' sinister intentions. In 

January of 1994 an anonymous Hutu informant, said to be high up in the inner circles of the 

Rwandan government, had come forward to describe the rapid arming and training of local 

militias. In what is now referred to as the "Dallaire fax," Dallaire relayed to New York the 

informant's claim that Hutu extremists "had been ordered to register all the Tutsi in Kigali." "He 

suspects it is for their extermination," Dallaire wrote. "Example he gave was that in 20 minutes 

his personnel could kill up to 1000 Tutsis." "Jean-Pierre," as the informant became known, had 

said that the militia planned first to provoke and murder a number of Belgian peacekeepers, to 

"thus guarantee Belgian withdrawal from Rwanda." When Dallaire notified Kofi Annan's office 
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that UNAMIR was poised to raid Hutu arms caches, Annan's deputy forbade him to do so. 

Instead Dallaire was instructed to notify the Rwandan President, Juvénal Habyarimana, and the 

Western ambassadors of the informant's claims. Though Dallaire battled by phone with New 

York, and confirmed the reliability of the informant, his political masters told him plainly and 

consistently that the United States in particular would not support aggressive peacekeeping. (A 

request by the Belgians for reinforcements was also turned down.) In Washington, Dallaire's 

alarm was discounted. Lieutenant Colonel Tony Marley, the U.S. military liaison to the Arusha 

process, respected Dallaire but knew he was operating in Africa for the first time. "I thought that 

the neophyte meant well, but I questioned whether he knew what he was talking about," Marley 

recalls. 

III. The Early Killings 

 

Photo by Corinne Dufka/Reuters 1 

On the evening of April 6, 1994, Romeo Dallaire was sitting on the couch in his bungalow 

residence in Kigali, watching CNN with Brent Beardsley. Beardsley was preparing plans for a 

national Sports Day that would match Tutsi rebel soldiers against Hutu government soldiers in a 

soccer game. Dallaire said, "You know, Brent, if the shit ever hit the fan here, none of this stuff 

would really matter, would it?" The next instant the phone rang. Rwandan President 

Habyarimana's Mystère Falcon jet, a gift from French President François Mitterrand, had just 


